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V iera  Ea st Preserve Ed ge - Fire Wise Ma p
No tes:
1. Sub -b a sin III wa s id entified  to  c o inc id e with Arm y Co rp s o f Engineers p erm it 
requiring Ba sin III m itiga tio n b ut is a c tua lly p a rt o f the Ba sin II wa tershed .
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V iera  Ea st Fire Wise Ha b ita t Ma na gem ent
T he c o m m unities o f V iera  Ea st a re situa ted  within hund red s o f a c res o f p reserved  up la nd
a nd  wetla nd  ha b ita ts, inc lud ing p reserves fo r the Flo rid a  Sc rub  Ja y a nd  Go p her T o rto ise.
Over the yea rs, these ha b ita ts ha ve b ec o m e inc rea singly o vergro wn with b o th na tive (sa w
p a lm etto , wa x m yrtle, vines, etc .) a nd  exo tic  (p rim a rily Bra zilia n p ep p er) vegeta tio n.
Due to  the c lo se p ro xim ity o f the resid entia l a rea s a nd  the p reserves (i.e., ho uses d irec tly
a d ja c ent to  p reserves) this p o ses a  serio us wild fire risk fo r the c o m m unity a t la rge.
In o rd er to  c rea te a  fire sa fe c o m m unity, these resid entia l/p reserve interfa c e a rea s
required  c o ntinuo us m ec ha nic a l trea tm ent.  T his c o nsists o f c utting a nd  m ulc hing the
existing p la nt m a teria l with a  sm a ll p iec e o f m a c hinery in a n effo rt to  signific a ntly red uc e
fuel lo a d s d irec tly a d ja c ent to  ho m es.  T his essentia lly c rea tes a  fire b rea k, o r ga p , in the
vegeta tio n.  T yp ic a lly the fire b rea k will b e a p p ro xim a tely 25-30 feet wid e.  In so m e
c a ses, suc h a s a d ja c ent to  Flo rid a  Sc rub  Ja y p reserves, the fire b rea k will b e wid er to
a llo w fo r a d d itio na l ha b ita t m a na gem ent.  Ma ture na tive trees (e.g., sla sh p ines, o a ks,
c a b b a ge p a lm s, etc .) will b e left inta c t.  In a rea s with sc rub  ha b ita t this o p era tio n will no t
b e c o nd uc ted  fro m  Ma rc h 1 thro ugh June 30 to  a vo id  the Flo rid a  Sc rub  Ja y nesting 
sea so n.
Fire b rea k insta lla tio n b ega n in 2009 a nd  will c o ntinue o n a  2-yea r c yc le (i.e., re-
insta lla tio n will o c c ur every 2 yea rs).  It sho uld  b e em p ha sized  tha t the a rea s to  b e
m ec ha nic a lly m a inta ined  a re within p reserve b o und a ries, a s o p p o sed  to  within ind ivid ua l
p ro p erty o wners’ b o und a ries.  As suc h, the fire b rea ks m ust b e m a inta ined  in their na tura l
sta te, exc ep t fo r the sp ec ific  a c tivities d esc rib ed  a b o ve (i.e., p erio d ic  fuel lo a d  red uc tio n).
T he fo llo wing a c tivities a re p ro hib ited  in these p reserved  a rea s: c o nstruc tio n o r p la c ing o f
b uild ings, ro a d s, utilities, signs, etc .; d um p ing o r p la c ing o f so il, tra sh, ya rd  wa ste, o r
o ther m a teria ls; rem o va l o r d estruc tio n o f na tive vegeta tio n with the exc ep tio n o f the
sp ec ific  a c tivities d esc rib ed  a b o ve; p la nting o f no n-na tive vegeta tio n, inc lud ing so d  a nd
o ther no n-na tive gra sses; exc a va tio n, d itc hing, d red ging o r rem o va l o f so il; a nd  a c tivities
d etrim enta l to  fish a nd  wild life.
Sho uld  yo u ha ve a ny questio ns p lea se c o nta c t (321) 639-2355.
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