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e, Viera East Fire Wise Habitat Management
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¥ The communities of Viera East are situated within hundreds of acres of preserved upland DR e N7 ¢ A R RO b ol il e L X _ _ - ; | . T g e npem e e
4 and wetland habitats, including preserves for the Florida Scrub Jay and Gopher Tortoise. WSEE=SE B NN N\ e Tl 3§ ST a o N e || (R S UBBAS ; 9N ‘3# f:&;@w%ﬁg & <
PN Over the years, these habitats have become increasingly overgrown with both native (saw | {8 #6550 55 paus Sl RO 5 PR | BB s . & N _ I PR ; b TR P NG NG TPPRrg Ko

palmetto, wax myrtle, vines, etc.) and exotic (primarily Brazilian pepper) vegetation. [” ft-;“ B 54 [ | KRS A s T A B e o ; A v‘“‘k“ - 2
Due to the close proximity of the residential areas and the preserves (i.e., houses directly === a8 g ARt 3 \ 3/ e g s . : ' ¥ ol : % v, | : - -

' adjacent to preserves) this poses a serious wildfire risk for the community at large. l T
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In order to create a fire safe community, these residential/preserve interface areas
required continuous mechanical treatment. This consists of cutting and mulching the B\ § I 5 AW LTS > . , BN o5 _
existing plant material with a small piece of machinery in an effort to significantly reduce | & TNt SRl = M N A RE | | : et L ANAEE ] S :)"?‘eg“_“‘
fuel loads directly adjacent to homes. This essentially creates a fire break, or gap, inthe | = Br?e o3 \ | | : g S <V Yemgras o ' i -
vegetation. Typically the fire break will be approximately 25-30 feet wide. In some @l e T - )2 A\ | , > | . Talth % - - o A Ll ﬁﬁpﬂfﬂj‘nﬁ;jq&?:. r
cases, such as adjacent to Florida Scrub Jay preserves, the fire break will be wider to AT | { ami Y < - & | SRR | T == - b= %}g;{gﬁiu’iﬁﬂ.—“

Y allow for additional habitat management. Mature native trees (e.g., slash pines, oaks, Pt N " \ S ' v ¢ | ' ' ~ = =2 =
cabbage palms, etc.) will be left intact. In areas with scrub habitat this operation will not

d be conducted from March 1 through June 30 to avoid the Florida Scrub Jay nesting

season.
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| Fire break installation began in 2009 and will continue on a 2-year cycle (i.e., re-
installation will occur every 2 years). It should be emphasized that the areas to be
mechanically maintained are within preserve boundaries, as opposed to within individual
= property owners’ boundaries. As such, the fire breaks must be maintained in their natural
state, except for the specific activities described above (i.e., periodic fuel load reduction). ===
The following activities are prohibited in these preserved areas: construction or placing of [£:%
" buildings, roads, utilities, signs, etc.; dumping or placing of soil, trash, yard waste, or L

.-;4 other materials; removal or destruction of native vegetation with the exception of the —
,f" specific activities described above; planting of non-native vegetation, including sod and
3% other non-native grasses; excavation, ditching, dredging or removal of soil; and activities

™ detrimental to fish and wildlife.
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bae Should you have any questions please contact (321) 639-2355. RS 7S ] AN A ) e o AVI1 PRk, : e L_

o
ey | P 328

oo ¥, a < s
USEES; AceCRID fJeiNitne e\elsiliser

1 inch = 600 feet

Date: 06/02/2011 ‘ Rev. Date: 12/03/2020 ‘ PN: CDDC3123

Viera East Preserve Edge - Fire Wise Map “ A 2077 Bayside Parkway Fi Myers, FL 83007
*

Notes: 0 305 610 1,220

1. Sub-basin lll was identified to coincide with Army Corps of Engineers permit KEV' N Feet
requiring Basin lll mitigation but is actually part of the Basin Il watershed. ERWIN

Consulting Ecologist, Inc.




